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Students, Faculty Honored at Fall Quarter Awards Ceremony
Friday, December 15, 2006
Story by Barbara Honegger, Senior Military Affairs Journalist
Naval Postgraduate School leadership, faculty, students and staff gathered to honor the achievements of
outstanding members of the Fall 2006 graduating class and recognize top faculty at the Fall quarter
awards ceremony, Dec. 5 in King Hall.  Dean of Students Cmdr. Debbie Monroe officiated on behalf of
the platform party led by NPS Acting President Air Force Col. David Smarsh.
The ceremony kicked off with two faculty awards.  Assistant Prof. Marcello Romano of the Department of
Mechanical and Astronautical Engineering received the Carl. E. and Jesse W. Menneken Annual Faculty
Award for Excellence in Scientific Research, and Adjunct Assistant Prof. Richard Bergin of the Center for
Homeland Defense and Security was presented with the Lieutenant Commander David L. Williams
Outstanding Professor Award. 
In interviews following the ceremony, both professors insisted on sharing credit with their students.
“I was very glad to be selected for this prestigious award,” said Romano, founder and director of the
Spacecraft Robotics Laboratory who was a National Research Council postdoctoral fellow at NPS before
returning to join the faculty in 2004.  “But the research accomplishments which brought me to deserve it
would not have been possible without the dedicated participation of my students.  Two recent students,
Lt. Cmdr. Tracy Shay and Air Force Capt. David Friedman, are co-authors with me on one of the most
important papers that has been accepted for publication.” 
“NPS is an amazing place and I love teaching and serving my country, so I was very excited when I
learned I was to receive this award,” Bergin said.  “But the only way to be a great professor is to have
great students, and the student-participants in the Center for Homeland Defense and Security are that
and so much more.  These men and women, who put in 15-hour days on top of their main jobs defending
the nation, are the ones who deserve the real credit for this honor.”
Monroe then recognized members of the Fall 2006 graduating class for outstanding academic
performance, including Lt. Laird-Philip Ryan Lewis who received the prestigious Monterey Council Navy
League Award for Highest Academic Achievement.  Lewis also received the Astronaut Michael J. Smith
and Astronaut William C. McCool Astronautics Award.  Air Force Maj. Alexus Grynkewich received both
the Outstanding United States Air Force Graduate Award for the Department of National Security Affairs
and the Air Force Association Award for Outstanding U.S. Air Force Student.  
Two special moments during the ceremony harkened
back to World War II. Pearl Harbor survivor Cmdr. Allen
Smith, representing the Navy League’s Monterey
Peninsula Council, presented Lewis’s two awards.  In
her introduction, Monroe highlighted Smith’s service on
board the USS Ralph Talbot, where he was the
morning of the Dec. 7 attack.  “As a Pearl Harbor
4/16/14 3:39 PMNaval Postgraduate School - PAO News Story
Page 2 of 2http://web.archive.org/web/20100624124721/http://www.nps.edu/News/ReadNews.aspx?id=3033&role=pao&area=media
morning of the Dec. 7 attack.  “As a Pearl Harbor
survivor and national hero, we are indeed honored for
you to be here with us today to present these awards.” 
In another moving moment, the widow of the late Capt.
Joseph W. Gorman, who served as a civil engineering
officer in World War II, presented her husband’s prized
Navy sword to student Lt. Walter Ludwig.  Ludwig was
chosen to receive the sword because he is a fellow civil engineering officer.  Gorman had been given the
sword by a family member when he enlisted in the Navy.   
For a full list of awardees, click here.  For individual photos, click here.
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